Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS)
State Rehabilitation Council Executive Committee
March 11, 2024 
Approved Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Frederick Foard, Joliefawn Liddell, Madeline Nunnally, and Justin Spurlock.

Members Absent:  None.

Others Present:  Talisha McAuley-Davis, SRC Member; Becky Alwood, SRC Member; Brandy Schantz, SRC Member; Travis Staton, SRC Member; Marco Callender, SRC Member; Catherine Harrison, Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs; Cara Kaufman, DARS Policy Analyst; Meghan Cox, DARS Policy Analyst; Elizabeth Patacca, Policy and Legislative Affairs; Lisa Robertson, DARS Policy Analyst; John Folker, ASL Interpreter; Carrie Humphrey, ASL Interpreter.

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m.  

Introduction of Members: Spurlock called the meeting to order.  All members and others present introduced themselves.

Approval of meeting agenda:  No changes.  Agenda approved by unanimous consensus.

Approval of November meeting minutes:  No changes.  November meeting minutes approved by unanimous consensus.  

Matters of Public Comment:  There were no public comments received.

Discussion:  Cox provided an update on recent SRC appointments/reappointments, and previewed items of note on the full Council agenda.  
 
Meeting Adjourned:	10:08 a.m.


Meeting Handouts:
1. Proposed Meeting Agenda
2. Draft Executive Committee Meeting Minutes from November 14, 2023








Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services (DARS)
State Rehabilitation Council Quarterly Meeting
March 11, 2024
Approved Meeting Minutes

New Member Orientation: An optional orientation for newly appointed Council members was held in advance of the quarterly SRC meetings.  New members in attendance were Becky Alwood, Marco Callender, Brandy Schantz, and Travis Staton.  The orientation session began at 9:10 a.m. and ended at 9:34 a.m.  DARS Policy staff provided a welcome with general Council meeting information, information on travel reimbursement, and information on FOIA requirements applicable to the Council.  The orientation session was noticed with the quarterly meetings and no public comments were received.

Quarterly Business Meeting

Members Present:  Commissioner Kathy Hayfield, Becky Alwood, Marco Callender, Frederick Foard, Joliefawn Liddell, Talisha McAuley-Davis, Madeline Nunnally, Brandy Schantz, Justin Spurlock, and Travis Staton.

Members Absent: Ken Jessup, Heidi Lawyer, and Marianne Moore.

Others Present:  Dale Batten, Deputy Commissioner DRS; Catherine Harrison, Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs; Julie Jacobs, Director of Field Rehabilitative Services; Alison Shaner, WWRC; Lisa Robertson, DARS Policy Analyst; Cara Kaufman, DARS Policy Analyst; Meghan Cox, DARS Policy Analyst; Elizabeth Patacca, Policy and Legislative Affairs; Carrie Humphrey, ASL Interpreter; John Folker; ASL Interpreter.

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order at 10:31 a.m.

Introduction of Members: Spurlock called the meeting to order.  All members and others present introduced themselves.

Approval of meeting agenda:  No changes.  Agenda approved by unanimous consensus.

Approval of November meeting minutes:  No changes.  November meeting minutes approved by unanimous consensus.  

Matters of Public Comment:  There were no public comments received.

Chairperson’s Report: The Chair welcomed new SRC members and provided a report from the Executive Committee meeting.  The Chair asked for Annual Report Subcommittee volunteers. Spurlock, Nunnally, and Alwood volunteered to serve.  

In consultation with DARS staff, the Chair asked that the Council’s November meeting dates be reconsidered.  The Council discussed proposed changes.  A motion to approve rescheduling the November meetings to November 6 and November 7 was made by Nunnally, seconded by Liddell, and passed by a voice vote.  Cox to follow up with DARS webmaster to ensure that SRC webpage is updated to reflect correct meeting dates for 2024.

DARS Agency Report

[bookmark: _Hlk161148295]DARS Commissioner, Kathy Hayfield, welcomed new and returning SRC members and provided an overview of the agency, its divisions, and the role of the Council in advising the agency.  The Commissioner also provided an update on last month’s visit to WWRC by Governor Youngkin and Secretary Littel and the opportunity for WWRC students and staff to showcase the facility and its services.  The agency is preparing for and looking forward to an upcoming visit by the Governor to DARS headquarters offices in Henrico planned for March 19.

DRS Division Report

DRS Deputy Commissioner, Dale Batten, welcomed new and returning SRC members and provided an overview of the agency’s Division of Rehabilitative Services.  

Julie Jacobs, FRS Director, provided an overview of Field Rehabilitative Services and delivered a related presentation provided in advance to Council members and included among the meeting materials.  

Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center Report

Alison Shaner, Director of Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center, provided an overview of the facility and its services, and delivered a related presentation included among the meeting materials.  Shaner provided updates on virtual services and remote learning, including targeted onboarding efforts.  Shaner also provided updates on driver’s education offerings and various career pathways at WWRC, as well as planned cohort scheduling.

Foard inquired about WWRC healthcare training efforts, business relationships, and language training. 

Policy Division Update

Catherine Harrison, Director of the Division of Policy and Legislative Affairs, provided an overview of how policies impact DARS operations and an update on the recent General Assembly session.  

Council members were provided a copy of draft changes to regulations governing the Provision of Vocational Rehabilitation Services (22VAC30-20) and given an in-depth summary of the proposed changes.  Council members did not note any concerns with the proposed changes.

Harrison also provided an update on proposed changes to the VR Policy Manual, a DARS guidance document, currently open for public comment on Town Hall. 

Lisa Robertson, DARS Policy Analyst, provided a brief overview of the Combined State Plan and an update about the status of its development and submission.

Member Reports
· Justin Spurlock: King William County is holding a prom for students with disabilities that he is attending; he was on a recent episode of a VPM program about people with disabilities. 
· Talisha McAuley-Davis: Spoke on the current push in DARS field offices for student work experiences over the summer months and the agency’s transition to designated student and youth counselors, which are hoped to continue to strengthen agency partnerships with schools.
· Marco Callender: Petersburg YMCA is finalizing an agreement with the AAA and increasing aging-related programming for the tri-cities area; interested in opportunities to network with agency with regard to summer internship programs.
· Travis Staton: Looking forward to working with DARS and the SRC; promoting and interested in opportunities to network with agency with regard to summer internship programs.
· Joliefawn Liddell: Noted some open job positions at dLCV; dLCV is hosting ongoing Social Security clinics and can assist with challenging guardianships; dLCV has concluded GA lobbying efforts.
· Madeline Nunnally: Inquired about VR clients with dual cases, requested Pre-ETS Corrective Action Plan update. (Commissioner Hayfield responded that the quarterly report is due to RSA in April, and the agency is onboarding vendors and closely tracking expenses.)
· Frederick Foard: Welcomed new appointees and encouraged them to value their service on the Council; inquired about employer satisfaction, and DRS staff noted that recent changes to RSA reporting will include a sixth performance indicator targeting this information.
· Ken Jessup (update provided via email, read by Cox): At SILC’s January Quarterly Meeting, the Council heard updates on the Inclusive Emergency Management Initiative from Jamie Liban of the Virginia Board for People with Disabilities. This initiative has been implemented by the VA Board for People with Disabilities in collaboration with Virginia Department of Emergency Management and Virginia Social Services. The project is funded using Public Health Workforce Expansion funds from ACL. The SILC is working to support this effort and to become a partner in the work so that the Independent Living network can be activated appropriately in times of emergency.  Independent Living Day took place January 24th at the Capital with approximately 100 advocates from across the state. This was a coordinated day of advocacy around Independent Living and raising general awareness of disability matters; this was especially important this year due to the number of new legislators elected in November.  The next State Plan for Independent Living, also known as the SPIL, continues to be developed so that the draft Plan can be submitted to ACL by the June 30th deadline. The next SPIL will cover federal fiscal years 2025 through 2027. The next meeting will be an electronic meeting with a remote location for members and public to attend at Blue Ridge Independent Living Center in Roanoke on April 11th. There will be hybrid participation of the membership physically and virtually.

Matters of Public Comment:  There were no public comments received. Having no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:23 p.m.

The next meeting will take place on June 10, 2024 at the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services Central Office in Henrico.


Meeting Handouts:
1. Proposed Meeting Agenda
2. Draft Meeting Minutes from November 13 Meeting
3. Draft Meeting Minutes from November 14 Meeting
4. Updated SRC Member List
5. DRS Overview of Services Presentation
6. WWRC Presentation and Handout Materials
7. 22VAC30-20 VR Regulation Draft Changes
8. Combined State Plan Overview and Updates
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