


STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
MINUTES: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE QUARTERLY MEETING
DATE: July 10, 2025

MEETING CALLED BY:	Gayl Brunk, Chairperson
				Called to Order: 9:31 a.m.	
TYPE OF MEETING:	Quarterly Executive Committee Meeting.
[bookmark: _Hlk164262109]LOCATION:	Hybrid meeting with physical location (DARS Central Office) open to the membership and the public at: 8004 Franklin Farms Dr, Henrico, VA
MEMBERS PRESENT:	
Gayl Brunk, Chairperson
Daniel Aranda, Vice Chair
Chris Grandle, Secretary
Dave Fuller, DBVI ex officio

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM:
Harry Henderson, Treasurer (Fairfax, VA due to caregiving)
MEMBERS ABSENT:
None

GUESTS:
Marcia DuBois, DARS Deputy Commissioner 
Eric Raff. VDDHH Director

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:
Becky Grandle 
Becky Gibbs

STAFF:		
Lauren Snyder Roche, SILC Administrator
Lisa Wright, Administrative Support

ASL INTERPRETERS:
Liz Leitch
Ivy Brothers

INTRODUCTIONS: Welcome from Chair and roundtable introductions.
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: None.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
SUBJECT: Executive Committee April 2025Quarterly Meeting Minutes review; Brunk
ACTION:    Executive Committee April 2025Quarterly Minutes to stand as written by consensus without objection.
BROUGHT UP FOR VOTE BY: None needed.


[bookmark: _Hlk203483019][bookmark: _Hlk164329373]SUBJECT:  Treasurer’s Report; Henderson
DISCUSSION:
· This report covers the 3rd quarter’s expenses of federal fiscal year 2025 and the final quarter of the State Fiscal Year.
· The Council has received the remainder of the FFY25 Part B grant award from HHS. For FFY25, SILC received $473,784. This is $672 less than FFY24.
· As of mid-June, all remaining Council Operations funds have been spent down. Please keep in mind that although there appears to be funds remaining, those funds have been expended and will appear in the final agency reports once the year is closed out. 
· All grant award payments for Community Education, the Lower PD 9 project, and VACIL’s Part B coordination continue to be paid on time.
· Meeting expenses for April were aligned with the estimated costs. This meeting was the most expensive of the year, as expected, and is reflected in lines 25 through 29.
· The Council has received $30,410 in I&E funds from DARS for SFY26. Please be mindful that $10,000 of the operations budget is currently being used to cover the portion of grant awards that exceed the Part B grant award to Virginia from HHS. This means that there is just $20,410 being used for Council operations. 

SUBJECT:	Proposed 2026 Budget; Henderson
RECOMMENDATION:	The Executive Committee recommends that the Council approve the 2026 budget as proposed.
RECOMMENDATION BROUGHT BY:	G. Brunk; seconded by D. Aranda
VOTE:	Unanimous
DISCUSSION:
The proposed budget includes no changes to the grant award amounts to the 17 Centers, the Lower PD 9 Project, and VACIL’s Part B Coordination. There have been a few reductions to account for not having carry over and receiving less in total funding; these include: less funding for conference participation (the SILC will likely not have funds remaining for the APRIL conference in October), temporary elimination of the line item for the Alexis Nichols Youth Scholarship Fund (this scholarship fund held just $500 during FFY25 and the scholarship process must still be developed by the Council), and a 50% reduction in funding for VACIL’s Annual Report. If there are additional cuts in funding, the Council will likely need to adjust grant award amounts. 

[bookmark: _Hlk172714545]SUBJECT:	Administrator’s Report; Roche
DISCUSSION:	
Roche sent the full report to the membership prior to the meeting. Some highlights of this reported activity are:
· Participated in the Virginia DSS State Shelter Exercise on 6/25 with member, Gary Talley.
· Ensured prompt payment of 4thqtr. Part B grant award funds to all 17 CILs, VACIL, and the Lower PD 9 project.
· Attended a webinar hosted by NCIL and the Partnership to Improve Patient Care on QALYs and other similar measures that aim to ration care. 
· Attended the SILC Connection virtual session. This was the first session since the Training and Technical Assistance grant was awarded to the Univ. of Montana (previously awarded to ILRU).
· Attended the quarterly Emergency Management Equity Workgroup meeting.
· Began drafting FFY26 grant award documents with DARS Procurement.
· [bookmark: _Hlk141276248]Provided resources, information, and support to 16 constituents regarding: Centers for Independent Living, Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority, Area Agencies on Aging, disAbility Law Center of Virginia, Workforce resources, and other Virginia resources.

[bookmark: _Hlk195789631]SUBJECT:	Membership Updates; Roche
DISCUSSION:
Roche has remained in contact with the Secretary of the Commonwealth’s Office regarding current vacancies and upcoming reappointment needs. There are 3 members whose terms will end on 9/30/25. Roche will make sure that those members receive the link to reapply online. This will be the last meeting for two Members, Karen Karney and Ken Jessup. With those 2 vacancies, the SILC will have a total of 4 vacancies to fill. New members are generally appointed around October 1st but can be made anytime.


SUBJECT:   Quarterly Achievements and Barriers to Report; all
DISCUSSION:	
[bookmark: _Hlk164345034]Achievements for the PPRinclude: 
· FFY24 PPR was approved by ACL.
· The SILC had representation at the VA DSS State Shelter Exercise.
· The Council will have representation at NCIL; Roche will be attending.
· The remaining FFY25 funds have been received.
· Good progress is being made on the implementation of the 2025-2027 SPIL.
Barriers for the PPRinclude: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk172733944]The state continues to not have statewide coverage by Centers for Independent Living. 
· Changes at the federal level require continued diligence.
· Virginia received less Part B funds for FFY25.
· VDEM does not currently have an Access and Functional Needs Officer; this position has been vacant since Liban’s departure in March.
· Accessible transportation, especially between regions, is still an issue and presents a barrier for many people with disabilities.
· Physical and attitudinal barriers continue to disproportionately affect people with disabilities.

ADJOURNMENT:	Having no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned at 10:17a.m.

MINUTES TAKEN BY:	Chris Grandle

[bookmark: _Hlk172734120][bookmark: _Hlk141276338]NEXT MEETING DATE:	October 23, 2025. This meeting will likely be virtual due to the DARS Central Office moveto the new location. 

Acronym Index: 
AIC – Appalachian Independence Center
ACL – Administration for Community Living 
ADA – Americans with Disabilities Act
AFN – Access and Functional Needs
APRIL – Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living
CIL – Center for Independent Living
DSE – Designated State Entity
DARS – Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services			
DBVI – Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
I&E – Innovation and Expansion
IL – Independent Living
ILRU – Independent Living Research Utilization
NCIL – National Council on Independent Living
PD – Planning District
PPR – Program Performance Report; formerly known as the 704 Report
SILC – Statewide Independent Living Council
SPIL – State Plan for Independent Living
SSP – Support Service Provider  
VACIL – Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living
VDEM – Virginia Department of Emergency Management
VHDA – Virginia Housing Development Authority
VDDHH – Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
VITA – Virginia Information Technology Agency
VR – Vocational Rehabilitation
WIOA – Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
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