


STATEWIDE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL
MINUTES: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE QUARTERLY MEETING
DATE:  April 11, 2024

MEETING CALLED BY:	Ken Jessup, Chairperson 
				Called to Order: 9:34 a.m.	
TYPE OF MEETING:	Quarterly Executive Committee Meeting.
LOCATION:	Hybrid meeting using Zoom with remote location open to members and the public at Blue Ridge Independent Living Center.
[bookmark: _Hlk164262109]MEMBERS PRESENT AT REMOTE LOCATION:	
Ken Jessup, Chairperson
Gayl Brunk, Vice Chairperson 
Eric Raff, VDDHH ex officio

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA ZOOM:
Leelynn Brady, Treasurer
Marcia DuBois, DARS ex officio

MEMBERS ABSENT:
Brian Montgomery, Secretary

ASL INTERPRETERS:
Liz Leitch
Ivy Brothers

MEMBERS OF PUBLIC:
Gale DeArmin, ASL Internship Supervisor (observing ASL Interpretation)
Jordyn Torrance, ASL Intern (observing ASL Interpretation)

STAFF:		
Lauren Snyder Roche, SILC Administrator
Lisa Wright, Administrative Support 

INTRODUCTIONS:	  Welcome from Chair and roundtable introductions.
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA:  None.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  None.
SUBJECT:  Executive Committee January 2024 Quarterly Meeting Minutes review; Jessup
ACTION:    Executive Committee January 2024 Quarterly Minutes to stand as written by consensus without objection.
BROUGHT UP FOR VOTE BY:  None needed.
SUBJECT:	Membership Status Update; Roche 
DISCUSSION:
Roche gave the Committee an overview of the membership and status of appointments and reappointments. The Governor recently announced the appointment of Garrett Brumfield (Roanoke). 3 members have terms that end on September 30, 2024; Brian Montgomery, Marcia DuBois (ex officio for DARS), and Eric Raff (ex officio for VDDHH). Additionally, Leelynn Brady is resigning from the SILC as she is relocating to Hawaii where her spouse has recently been transferred/stationed. The SILC is grateful for Ms. Brady’s dedication and time served to increase the independence of Virginians with Disabilities. 

[bookmark: _Hlk164329373]SUBJECT:  Treasurer’s Report; Brady
DISCUSSION:
· [bookmark: _Hlk164336563]To date, the SILC has received $162,028 from ACL. Until the next grant award payment is received from ACL, we are just over $2,000 in the negative. Part B funds are not permanent and are on a continuing resolution which must be approved in each short-term budget that the government approves to avoid a shutdown. DARS is, currently, forward funding the Part B contract award payments until ACL releases the next Part B grant award.
· VACIL formally requested $10,000 in training funds from the SILC to provide two trainings for CIL staff on ADA Accessibility Guidelines. Each training event is 3 days and will be held in Wytheville and Richmond. This is reflected in line number 42. 
· All grant award payments for Transition, the Lower PD 9 project, and VACIL’s Part B coordination continue to be paid on time.
· Currently, the SILC has expended 41% of total funds.

SUBJECT:  Conferences Update
RECOMMENDATION:  The Executive Committee recommends the SILC sponsor two members attending the upcoming conferences (NCIL and APRIL), one to each conference.
RECOMMENDATION MADE BY:  Jessup; Second by Raff.
VOTE:  Unanimous
DISCUSSION:
Roche directed the Committee’s attention to the Natiuonal Council for Independent Living’s Annual Conference coming up in late July. This conference takes place in Washington D.C. and the host hotel is the Grand Hyatt. This conference is typically the most expensive conference to attend because the hotel rates are quite high, well over 150% above the GSA rate. This presents a barrier for attendance because the rate and the out of state travel must both be sent downtown for approval. Roche has let NCIL know that the hotel rates are a barrier. 
The Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living will hold its annual conference in October. The location and dates have not yet been published. APRIL does, however, usually secure a hotel rate that is at or minimally above the GSA rate. 
With a new State Plan beginning in October, Roche cautions using the current budget amount as their guidance. The next SPIL will have a slimmer budget due to increases in contractual obligations. The Council also does not yet know what their FFY24 funding amount is and being on a Continuing Resolution means that often the SILC does not have that figure until as late as September. 

SUBJECT:	Administrator’s Report; Roche
DISCUSSION:	
Roche sent written report to the membership prior to meeting. Some highlights of this reported activity are: 
· Worked with Jamie Liban to plan and facilitate 3 focus group sessions for the Virginia Inclusive Emergency Management Initiative.
· Joined the Department of Social Services Shelter Plan Workgroup. This workgroup has concluded, but Roche attended three meetings to provide insights on accessibility, ADA guidelines for shelters, and practical measures that could increase the independence of people while at a shelter.
· Was invited, along with Leelynn Bardy (Treasurer), to be panelists at the Virginia Emergency Management Symposium on March 19. The panel was comprised of people with disabilities and lived experience that shared experiences with emergency preparedness, barriers for preparedness, experiences with declared emergencies and recovery, and ways that people with disabilities can be included in planning.
· Received invitation to join the VDEM Emergency Management Equity Workgroup. The next meeting of that group will take place on May 22.
· Provided resources, information, and support to 8 constituents regarding: Centers for Independent Living, Assistive Technology Loan Fund Authority, Area Agencies on Aging, disAbility Law Center of Virginia, Workforce Center One-Stops, and other Virginia resources.

[bookmark: _Hlk141276248]SUBJECT:   Quarterly Achievements and Barriers to Report; all
DISCUSSION:	
[bookmark: _Hlk164345034]Achievements for the PPR include: 
· SILC members able to travel had the experience of visiting a Center for Independent Living; the Council had not travelled to a CIL for a meeting since 2019, largely because of Covid and the persisting and disproportionate health risks associated with Covid.
· Virginia had representation at the Virginia Emergency Management Symposium.
· The SILC has, ahead of the next State Plan for Independent Living that will have an emergency management component, secured positions on inclusive and equitable emergency management workgroups.
· Appointment of additional new member, as well as their completion of all requirements before voting.
· The SPIL Development Team has made excellent progress on drafting the 2025-2027 State Plan for Independent Living.

Barriers for the PPR include: 
· Numerous members, including CIL Directors and agency representatives express concern over the inaccessibility of Virginia’s Department of Motor Vehicles processes, as well as reported failures to provide very basic accommodations. 
· The state continues to not have statewide coverage by Centers for Independent Living. 
· Accessible transportation, especially between regions, is still an issue and presents a barrier for many people with disabilities.
· Physical and attitudinal barriers continue to disproportionately affect people with disabilities.

MINUTES TAKEN BY:  	Lauren Roche

[bookmark: _Hlk141276338]NEXT MEETING DATE:  	July 11, 2024, at the Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services Central Office in Henrico, VA. This will be an in-person meeting and a physical quorum will be necessary.

ADJOURNED:  Having no further business, the Executive Committee adjourned at 10:19 a.m.

Acronym Index: 
ACL – Administration for Community Living (federal agency)
ADA – Americans with Disabilities Act
APRIL – Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living
CIL – Center for Independent Living
DGS – Department of General Services
DSE – Designated State Entity
DARS – Department for Aging and Rehabilitative Services			
DBVI – Department for the Blind and Vision Impaired
DD – developmental disability
DMAS – Department for Medical Assistance
DMV – Department of Motor Vehicles
dRC – disAbility Resource Center 
I&E – Innovation and Expansion
IL – Independent Living
NCIL – National Council on Independent Living
PAS – Personal Assistant/Attendant Services
PCA – Personal Care Attendant
PCIL – Peninsula Center for Independent Living (Insight Enterprises, Inc.)
PD – Planning District
PPR – Program Performance Report; formerly known as the 704 Report
SILC – Statewide Independent Living Council
SPIL – State Plan for Independent Living
SSP – Support Service Provider  
VACIL – Virginia Association of Centers for Independent Living
VHDA – Virginia Housing Development Authority
VDDHH – Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
VITA – Virginia Information Technology Agency
VR – Vocational Rehabilitation
WCAG 2.0 – Web Content Accessibility Guidelines version 2.0
WIOA – Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
WWRC – Wilson Workforce and Rehabilitation Center
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